Having referred so frequently to the cases shown in the diagrams, I will not allude to them further than to direct attention to Diag. VIII, as an instance of the occurrence of typhus almost immediately 011 recovery from enteric fever.
The range of temperature and its relation to the pulse in enteric fever, present several characteristics which differ very decidedly from what is observed in typhus; and these points of difference are such as to be frequently of the greatest service in contributing towards a correct diagnosis. The point in which they differ most conspicuously, perhaps, is the duration of the abnormal range of temperature; for while in the great majority of cases of typhus this has terminated by the middle of the third week, and in many cases considerably sooner ; it is rare that it terminates in enteric fever before the fourth week, and it is not unfrequently protracted into the fifth, or even the sixth week. While referring to the duration of the fever, I would remark that it is frequently very difficult in enteric fever to fix the precise date of its commencement, the patient in many instances having felt his symptoms come on so gradually that he finds it impossible to say on what day they began. The onset of the fever seems to be more gradual than that of typhus, and the temperature during the earlier days is said to be less elevated than in that fever. rlhis observation, however, would be of little value for diagnosis, for we have seen that in some cases of the latter fever the temperature is exceedingly moderate.
The evening temperature in enteric fever is almost constantly higher than that of the morning of the same day; there are occasional exceptions to this rule, but 14, 17, 17, 18, 21, 22, 22, 22, 25, 36, 37, and By comparing it with that referring to typhus (p. 452) it will be observed that the average pulse with each degree of temperature, at least in its higher range, is somewhat lower, and the minimum pulse considerably so.
The degree of temperature most frequently observed is also lower.
Having premised these few remarks as to the chief points of difference between the ranges of temperature in typhus and enteric fever, I will now direct attention, without going into the details of the cases, to the principal features which they present. The last case to which I will direct attention (Diag. XXXII) was an example of the co-existence of typhus and enteric fever.
The character of what little appearance there was on the skin when the case came under observation, the diarrhoea during the latter half of the second week, the ilio-caical tenderness, the late appearance of the typhus rash, the unmistakeahle appearance of that rash, and, lastly, the advanced period of the case before the temperature had regained its normal standard, all in my opinion go to establish this diagnosis. It is confirmed by the range of temperature, which is rather irregular; it was frequently lower in the evening than in the morning, and had not become steadily normal by the twenty-fifth day.
My impression is that the principal value of the thermometer is, in enteric fever as in typhus, diagnostic, and that for prognosis our reliance must be in a careful consideration of all the symptoms presented by the case; among these of course the temperature will have a place, but not, I believe, the preeminence which is by some observers ascribed to it.
In conclusion, the leading diagnostic points between the range of temperature of typhus and that of enteric fever, may be briefly stated as follows : Typhus Fever. The duration of elevated temperature is very rarely beyond eighteen days; it is generally shorter by several days, and may be even so short as nine days.
The evening temperature is frequently lower than that of the morning.
The difference between the morning and evening temperature, during the height of the fever, or from about the third to the tentli or eleventh day, is comparatively seldom above one degree, and although about the period of defervescence the difference is sometimes much greater, the oscillation is not continued over more than one or two days.
A high temperature is, as a rule, accompanied by a high pulse.
Enteric Fever.
The duration of elevated temperature is very rarely less tlian twenty-one days; it is generally longer, and may ho protracted to thirty-five days or even more.
The evening temperature is almost constantly higher than that of the morning.
The difference between the morning and evening temperature is generally, throughout the case, greater than in typhus, and towards the end of the fever there occurs the very characteristic oscillation of temperature, during which the difference is frequently five, six, or even seven degrees, and which may continue from a few days to a week or more.
A high temperature is frequently accompanied hy a pulse hut slightly accelerated, and occasionally by a pulse slower than normal.
